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OK, the Eclipse Is Over — Time to Start the
Back-to-School Shopping
by NICOLE SPECTOR

Back-to-School spending is on track to hit record highs this year, with the NRF
predicting that Americans will spend $83.6 billion on classroom and college
gear — up more than 10 percent from last year’s $75.8 billion.

With that kind of money on the table, retailers are rolling out deals galore. And
they’re launching them earlier than usual.

“Retailers are advertising the event earlier than ever as a result of shopping
patterns by consumers,” said Kendal Perez, savings expert for CouponSherpa.

Why Wait? Because The Savings Will Get Better
Consumers may relish getting the BTS shopping extravaganza over with, but it
pays off to wait.

“The longer you can wait for some supplies, the more you’ll save on them,” said
Brent Shelton, online shopping expert at FatWallet. Shelton advises that
consumers buy electronics such as laptops in August, which is when they’re
typically seeing rock bottom pricing.

"Consumers can expect basic laptops around $300 or less, as well as high-end
models that are several hundred dollars off," said Lindsay Sakraida, director of
content marketing with DealNews.

But you may want to hold off until September to buy classroom essentials such
as notebooks and pencils.

Discounts will continue to appear through the end of September and even on
into October as retailers scurry to clear inventory.

“Some savvier BTS shoppers will buy enough to get their kids started, then
stock up during clearance sales,” said Shelton.

How to Beat the Crowds
Part of the reason you may be inclined to get BTS shopping over with ASAP is
because stores can get so nightmarishly crowded.

One way to beat the crowds is to avoid them altogether by shopping online —
but this isn’t always your best way to save. Not even if you're using your
Amazon Prime Membership.

“Staples' 50-cent and $1 deals are limited to in-store shoppers, and in many
cases stores like Target and Walmart beat Amazon's prices on basic supplies,”
said Perez. “Ordering online may be more convenient but overall, parents will
find better prices when they shop in-store.”

SHARE

$ Share

% Tweet

& Email

' Print

FROM THE WEB Sponsored Links

Improve Mortgage Quotes

Congress Gives Virginia Homeowners
Who Owe Less Than $625k A Once-In-A-
Lifetime Mortgage Bailout

QuickenLoans, NMLS #3030

Why Is Quicken Loans Urging Americans
To Switch To A 15-Year Fixed?

MORE FROM NBC NEWS

Is it OK to wear socks to bed? TODAY
anchors say…

New Details Emerge on Florida Nursing
Home Deaths During Hurricane Irma

(

https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=nbcnews&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbnails-a:Right%20Rail%20Thumbnails:
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=nbcnews&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=organic-thumbnails-a:Right%20Rail%20Thumbnails%202nd:
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=nbcnews&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=organic-thumbnails-a:Right%20Rail%20Thumbnails%202nd:
https://www.nbcnews.com/id/31066137/media-kit/
https://www.nbcnews.com/id/31066137/media-kit/
https://secure.nbcnews.com/_tps/_accounts/msnbc/newsletters
http://www.nbcnews.com/news/world/london-tube-incident-sends-commuters-fleeing-police-scene-n801531
https://www.nbcnews.com/
https://www.nbcnews.com/nightly-news
https://www.msnbc.com/
https://www.nbcnews.com/meet-the-press
https://www.nbcnews.com/dateline
https://www.today.com/
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://www.nbcnews.com%2Fbusiness%2Fconsumer%2Fok-eclipse-over-time-start-back-school-shopping-n794781
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=OK%2C%20the%20Eclipse%20Is%20Over%20%E2%80%94%20Time%20to%20Start%20the%20Back-to-School%20Shopping&url=https://www.nbcnews.com%2Fbusiness%2Fconsumer%2Fok-eclipse-over-time-start-back-school-shopping-n794781&via=nbcnews
https://www.nbcnews.com/business
https://www.nbcnews.com/business/consumer
https://www.nbcnews.com/business/travel
https://www.nbcnews.com/business/economy
https://www.nbcnews.com/business/your-business
https://www.nbcnews.com/business/velshi-ruhle
https://www.nbcnews.com/business
https://nrf.com/media/press-releases/back-school-and-back-college-spending-reach-836-billion
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=http://nbcnews.to/2xprjJ3
https://twitter.com/share?text=No%20more%20excuses%2C%20it's%20time%20to%20get%20the%20back-to-school%20shopping%20done&url=http://nbcnews.to/2xprjJ3&via=nbcnews
mailto:?subject=OK%2C%20the%20Eclipse%20Is%20Over%20%E2%80%94%20Time%20to%20Start%20the%20Back-to-School%20Shopping%20on%20NBCNews.com&body=From%20NBCNews.com...%20%0D%0A%0D%0A%20OK%2C%20the%20Eclipse%20Is%20Over%20%E2%80%94%20Time%20to%20Start%20the%20Back-to-School%20Shopping%0D%0Ahttps://www.nbcnews.com/business/consumer/ok-eclipse-over-time-start-back-school-shopping-n794781?cid=eml_onsite
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=nbcnews&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbnails-a:Right%20Rail%20Thumbnails:
http://go.improvemortgage.com/0b6822ef-3ca4-4deb-a7f1-905a3c1abdd4?ad=ad26_h1s&camp=dwl2&&site=nbcnews
https://ad.doubleclick.net/ddm/trackclk/N108408.1984505OUTBRAIN/B10718329.143023514;dc_trk_aid=315123069;dc_trk_cid=77345761;dc_lat=;dc_rdid=;tag_for_child_directed_treatment=?https://mortgage.quickenloans.com/lending/home-refinance/?providerId=14278391&sourceid=lmb-47320-97220-187334&moid=158627&pkey1=nbcnews
https://www.today.com/video/is-it-ok-to-wear-socks-to-bed-today-anchors-say-1046511683560?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
https://www.nbcnews.com/nightly-news/video/new-details-emerge-on-florida-nursing-home-deaths-during-1046979651793
https://www.nbcnews.com/pages/search


advertisement

Instacart Growi… FoodDive on Instacart

Stay Ahead of the Omni-Channel Curve.
Avoid These 5 Roadblocks. IBM Content

Watch: Fighting Cancer with the Immune
System Dana-Farber Cancer Institute

Remember Barbi Benton? What She
Looks Like Today Is Unreal Hyperactivz

Do you know your Basics on Blood? 
WebMD

How to get the in-store deals without the in-store chaos? Avoid the busiest
shopping days.

The location intelligence company Foursquare analyzed back-to-school
shopping foot traffic and found that BTS peak shopping days appear to depend
on whether you live in the suburbs or in urban areas. For city dwellers, the most
popular day to visit a big box retailer in 2016 was August 13, while for
suburbanites, September 3 was the busiest big box day; department stores
saw the most foot traffic from urbanites on August 20, while suburban types
flooded in three week prior, on July 30. Shopping malls attracted the largest
number of people from both the burbs and the city on July 30, 2016.

The most crowded days historically have one thing in common: they’re all
Saturdays. Try to go on Sunday or better yet, during the week. Most big box
retailers and shopping malls are open until at least 9 p.m. during the week.

Don’t Fall for Fake Deals
As the BTS specials pour in, beware of offers that may sound too good to be
true — they probably are.

“Many stores will offer a back-to-school version of a ‘doorbuster’ during their
sales, and they will be designed to seem almost unbelievable,” said Sakraida.
“That will entice you into their stores, where the retailer hopes you spend more
on other things while you're there. While the doorbusters are genuinely good
deals, the other items likely aren't. Shoppers should thus never forget to price
check everything while shopping for the back-to-school season, so they can
avoid these higher-margin items that pad the sale.”

Also be wary of promotions that come with “free gifts,” Sakraida warns. These
bundles may “obscure the real value of what you're getting. Consider whether
the freebie is actually valuable to you before buying, and price check each of
the items in a bundle individually so you know how much you're actually saving;
it might not be as much as you think.”

The bottom line: “Just because a store prominently touts an item as a special,
doesn't mean it's actually something you should buy,” stated Sakraida. “Check
the price of that item, or a similar item, online at other stores to make sure
you're getting a good price. And keep shipping costs in mind if it's cheaper
online.”

Make a List, and Don’t Bring the Little Ones
While it makes sense to stock up on some BTS essentials while they’re on
mega sale, be wary of impulse buys that you really don’t need.

Rachel Rosenthal, founder of Rachel and Company, a full-service professional
organizing firm, recommends that shoppers make a list of exactly what they or
their children need, and stick to it.

“It's tempting to grab new products that seem cute or exciting,” said
Rosenthal. “But unless you have a real need for that product it can often just
add to the clutter in your home since it truly is just an ‘extra’ and not adding
value.”

Because children are possibly the best impulse buyers on the planet (hey, it’s
not like it’s their money!), it’s best to leave the little ones at home. But the
grown kids? You may want to bring them along as they may be more up to
speed on the slickest ways to save.

“Older kids may be able to help you find good savings, and picky kids can help
you select the styles they want versus having to return stuff they don’t, and
won’t use,” said Shelton.
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Your kid may also know more about what their school requires in terms of
supplies. If you have any doubts though, check with the school. As Shelton
points out, "Some schools are very particular on what type of notebooks,
pencils, pens, glues etc. that they want." 
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